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Rationale

Bettws Lifehouse is a registered Independent Special School (WAG no – 666-6048) for pupils with SEMH, Trauma, ASD, ADHD &/or Moderate Learning Difficulties. They have often experienced adverse childhood experiences and have often found school extremely challenging: before being placed at The Lifehouse, they may have changed schools a number of times, they may have spent a long period of time out of education or they may have come directly to us from a negative and traumatic previous school experience.

Without engagement, there is no deep learning (Hargreaves, 2006), effective teaching, meaningful outcome, real attainment or quality progress (Carpenter, 2010b). Children with Complex Learning Difference and Disabilities (CLDD) need to be taught in ways that match their individual learning styles by teachers who recognise their abilities and potential for engagement in learning. Our work must be to transform children with CLDD into active learners by ensuring they feel safe & secure, releasing their motivation, unlocking their curiosity and increasing their participation. 

Sustainable learning can occur only when basic needs are being met and there is meaningful engagement. 

Fundamental to our model of education are:
· Attachment principles, 
· The engagement for learning approach 
· Reflective practice
· Providing holistic education with an appropriate balance of supporting our pupils’ emotional wellbeing, personal growth and the skills they need to be successful in life with subject level learning
· High aspirations for all of our pupils

The therapeutic curriculum lays the foundations for future successful learning through the engagement for learning approach. As and when pupils show emerging attitudes to learning, they are given opportunities to make progress in skills, knowledge and understanding within identified subject learning and where possible across a broad and balanced curriculum.

Overtime, pupils at The Lifehouse will become confident successful learners who can achieve their full potential and will leave school equipped with the necessary skills and experiences to lead happy lives and to move successfully into the next stage of their pathway into adulthood.

Aims

· To provide a secure emotional base from which we can support emotional growth and wellbeing
· To meet individual pupil outcomes identified in Education Health Care Plans (EHCPs)  & Statements of SEN/IDP’s
· To engage pupils so that they can access new and meaningful learning experiences
· To develop positive attitudes to learning and effective learning behaviour 
· To equip pupils with good subject knowledge, skills and understanding
· To create a meaningful personalised timetable for every Lifehouse pupil
· To provide pupils with opportunities for highly relevant and useful qualifications and accreditation
· To prepare and equip our pupils with the necessary skills and attitudes for the next stage in their pathway into adulthood.

Implementation of the Lifehouse Curriculum

All pupils at the Lifehouse complete an assessment term. At the end of this term a Baseline assessment is completed. This is an overview of the pupils needs – taken from the EHCP/IDP, staff observation, termly report and initial Thrive assessment. Provision will also be discussed at this time. These are discussions between the Head teacher, ALNCo and Lead Teacher to ensure Lifehouse provision matches the needs of the pupils – as taken from Section F on a child’s EHCP (Section F). This is shared with parents either at Annual reviews or at a nearer time.
Once this is complete, a individual bespoke timetable is drawn up. Timetables are drawn up by the school after discussion with pupil, parents/carers, ALNCo, pupil champion, other staff and any other relevant parties, to ensure that it is genuinely pupil-centred and matched to the pupils’ individual needs, aspirations and circumstances. 

Timetables will be informed by:

· The pupil’s needs and provision identified to meet their needs in their EHCP / Statement of SEN
· The pupils Long and medium term objectives agreed at annual reviews of their Statement / EHCP
· Recent Educational Psychology and other professional reports
· The pupil’s experiences & level of engagement in education prior to joining The Lifehouse or during their previous key stage at The Lifehouse.
· The pupils’ response to their assessment term / previous key stage curriculum offer & levels of engagement during their assessment term 
· Base-line or end of Key Stage targets for:
· Emotional development (THRIVE assessment)
· Attitudes to Learning (A2L)
· Cognitive Ability, literacy and numeracy ability 
· Teacher assessment, identified outcomes & attainment levels 



Curriculum planning

All Lifehouse pupils will follow their own bespoke curriculum. This will be highly individualised, with subjects being included or not for a number of reasons, to meet the individual needs of each pupil.

A pupil’s curriculum includes:

1. Curriculum subjects / areas
Teacher planning sets out Medium term outcomes and short term lesson outcomes to meet LTOs.

2. Attitudes to Learning
Teachers, support staff and champions work with pupils to agree SMART targets that lead to small steps towards the LTO’s

3. Personal, Social & Emotional Growth
THRIVE practitioners & therapeutic intervention leaders work alongside champions, parents and all staff to develop Action Plans that will support emotional growth towards the LTO’s

4. Individual Outcomes identified in each pupil’s Education Health Care Plan or Statement of SEN
Person Centred Plans identify medium term outcomes to work towards the LTOs; champions work with pupils to agree SMART targets identified within the Person Centred Action Plan (PcAP) that lead to small steps towards these.



Groups, Curriculum content and Areas of learning 

Pupils at lower school are split into 4 teaching and learning groups –
Brook (Yr 3 - 6/7) 
Spring 1(Yr 7/8
Spring 2 (Yr 7/8)
River (Yr 8-9). 

Each group has a Lead Teacher who is responsible for all aspects of learning for all pupils in their groups. The Lead Teacher will work with the Head Teacher with regards to timetabling and ensuring that all pupils curriculum needs are being met. They are also responsible for coordinating termly reports and monitoring pupil progress via Bsquared assessments.

The content of the curriculum reflects and includes all 6 Areas of Learning & Experience identified within the New Curriculum for Wales.

· Mathematics & Numeracy
· Science & Technology (eg ICT, DT, Food, Computer club, Env Science, Mad Science, Biology, Physics, Enterprise, small animal care)
· Language, Literacy & Communication
· Humanities (incl History)
· Expressive Arts (eg Art, Textiles, imedia, Drama)
· Health & Wellbeing (eg Hobbies, Champion time, Stables, Woods, Lifeskills, PHSE, garden, cooking, PE, small animals.)

The curriculum includes core curriculum subjects, and a broad range of wider and alternative curriculum areas: these are continually extended and added to meet individual pupil interests and aspirations wherever possible.

These curriculum subjects are usually delivered through:

· Engagement for Learning (E4L) activities
· Subject-specific lessons 
· cross-curricular sessions with a focus on subjects within the whole AoL

In KS2 and 3, the main intended outcomes for each subject included in the curriculum will be either: 
· Therapeutic level for Engagement for Learning or identified individual outcomes or 
· Subject-level learning for subject attainment outcomes.


Skills: Pupils have opportunity to develop skills across the curriculum including:
· [bookmark: _Hlk8038857]Speaking & Listening, 
· Numeracy, 
· Literacy, 
· ICT
· Thinking Skills
· Physical, creative and practical skills
· Personal skills needed for future life, including social skills
· Vocational skills
· Independent living skills

Therapeutic Level Learning:
Pupils working at Therapeutic Level follow a personalised curriculum and are working on Lifehouse Attitude to Learning Levels & identified personal outcomes (from PCPs) 


Subject Level Learning:
Pupils work towards subject Progression Step outcomes: The National Curriculum Progression Steps or AQA Unit awards.
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