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Definition of special educational needs
In this plan, ‘special educational needs’ refers to a learning difficulty or disability that requires special educational provision.

The SEND Code of Practice 0 to 25 Years (DfE, Jan 2015) says children have a learning difficulty or disability if they:
· have significantly greater difficulty in learning than most children of the same age; or
· have a disability which prevents or hinders them from making use of facilities of a kind generally provided for children of the same age in mainstream schools or post-16 institutions; and
· are under compulsory school age and are likely to fall within either of the definitions above when they reach compulsory school age or would do so if special educational provision was not made for them.

Children must not be regarded as having a learning difficulty solely because the language or form of language of their home is different from the language in which they will be taught.

Definition of disability
Disability is a term defined under the Equality Act 2010 as a physical or mental impairment which has an substantial adverse long-term effect on the individual’s ability to carry out normal day to day activities.

Definition of special educational provision
For children aged two years or older, this is educational provision additional to, or otherwise different from, the educational provision normally available to pupils of the same age in mainstream provision in England.



Bettws Lifehouse has adopted this accessibility plan in line with the school’s Curriculum Policy and Access & Single Equality Policy with the aim of ensuring that our school is socially and academically inclusive, that all pupils have access to a full curriculum, and that all pupils are appropriately challenged. 
This accessibility plan forms part of the school’s approach to meeting the needs of all our pupils.  
Our curriculum policy outlines the school’s provision for supporting pupils with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND), and the school’s Access & Single Equality Policy explains how we aim to ensure equal opportunities for all our students through increased access to the curriculum, improving the physical environment at the school and enhancing the availability of access to information, with a particular focus for our students who all have SEND needs. This accessibility plan provides an outline of how the school will manage this part of the SEND provision.
 
The table below is based on our current assessment of accessibility for pupils with SEND. It sets out priorities across the school in several areas and the relevant timescales for action to increase accessibility for pupils with SEND. Progress on these measures will be updated annually and reported to the Board of Directors.

	Priority area
	Short term
	Outcome
	Medium term
	Outcome
	Long term
	Outcome
	Cost

	Increasing the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the curriculum
	

	1.
Sensory processing & regulation





















	
Become more informed and research 
sensory equipment requirements







research appropriate sensory integration training

	
Sensory equipment purchases identified










appropriate training and professionals to deliver have been identified
	
Purchase further sensory equipment 










Schedule and implement training as identified
	
Sensory spaces and classroom toolboxes purchased









All staff have had Sensory integration training from a qualified specialist Occupational Therapist- 
Training from Sue Horobin – Cool Kids 2023

	
All pupils have access to a well equipped sensory space and an appropriate sensory toolbox to meet their needs in their learning environments



Implementation of sensory diets appropriate to individual need for all pupils across all faculties
	
Pupils’ ability to access the curriculum is increased due to improved sensory regulation.

MET 2024





MET July 2023
	
Up to £10k












£1.5k
































	Improving the physical environment of the school to enable disabled pupils to take better advantage of education, benefits, facilities and services provided
	

	1. Woods School








2. Play equipment for older children


	To continue to develop existing woods school by researching new aspects



Research & Identify areas on site and appropriate equipment to meet the SEND needs of pupils across all faculties
	Woods school resources identfied






Equipment for purchase and areas for development across site are identified
	Develop & equip the site area and pathways 





Develop and equip distinct play areas in garden 
	Woods school area is fully inclusive  with accessibility for all pupils and staff



Garden has a play area is equipped and available for use for all pupils.
	Woods school activities available across the curriculum for all pupils in all faculties.




Play areas are available and enjoyed by all pupils.
	All pupils benefit from outdoor learning through on-site Forest School – Met July 2023 See SIP 2022/23

All pupils have opportunity 
to improve their proprioceptive and vestibular abilities through the use of play areas on site.
Met July 20023
	£1k

	Improving the availability of accessible information to disabled pupils
	

	1. ICT resources and software to evidence learning and record ideas


	Research and identify available relevant ICT resources
	ICT resources have been identified
	ICT resources and licenses purchased
	School is resourced and equipped appropriately for the number of pupils and identified needs
	All pupils are using appropriate ICT resources to record ideas and evidence their learning 
	Appropriate ICT resources and software are in use to enable for all pupils to use to record their ideas and evidence their learning.
Met July 2024
	£1.8k



Note: You may wish to add a column to set out whose responsibility the outcomes will be e.g. SENCO, SLT, SBM etc.





This accessibility plan and the outcomes will be monitored and evaluated and revised every three years to ensure that it covers all areas of accessibility needed in the school.


Signed by

				

				Headteacher		Date: ..................................

				SENCO 			Date: ..................................


This document will be reviewed – July 2025
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